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For the second time, Europe‘s Greens chose the European twin cities 
of Frankfurt (Oder)/Słubice to be the venue for the „Green European 
Summer University“ held from 28-30 August 2011. The 800 participants 
from 60 countries – including prominent representatives of the Greens 
such as Daniel Cohn-Bendit, Jürgen Trittin and Claudia Roth – were 
delighted that the event was supported by Viadrina European University  
and the Collegium Polonicum. In all, 60 workshops and plenary debates 
were held on both sides of the Oder. 130 bicycles were provided so 
that delegates could explore the two border towns and shuttle between 
the workshops. Many participants also took the opportunity to visit 
the factories of solar module manufacturers based in Frankfurt (Oder).  
| more info

Frankfurt (Oder)/Słubice conference venue for Greens from all over Europe 

Debating in public about Europe‘s situation and its future: Dr. Gunter 
Pleuger, president of Viadrina European University, Barbara Lochbihler, 
Member of the European Parliament, Cem Özdemir, national chairman of 
Bündis90/The Greens, Layla Al-Zubaidi, office manager at the Heinrich 
Böll-Foundation in Beirut. (photograph: David Morrison)

An official ceremony was held in Eisenhüttenstadt in September to mark 
the opening of Europe‘s biggest corrugated base paper factory and its 
designated EnBW power plant. A sum of 650 million euro has been inve-
sted. The production plant is the most modern of its kind in the whole 
of Europe and produces ten-metre-wide paper webs at an approximate 
speed of 1650 metres a minute. This means that the Eisenhüttenstadt 
plant holds the current world record. This year should see the produc-
tion of 600,000 tonnes of corrugated base paper for packaging alone. 
Progroup AG says that it employs 850 people at nine sites in Europe, 
including 175 in Eisenhüttenstadt alone at the moment. | more info

Official opening ceremony for corrugated base paper factory

The PM2 corrugated base paper factory in Eisenhüttenstadt complies with 
the new European Union infrastructure programme designed to conserve 
sustainable resources. (photograph: Kuhnert Medien)

Building starts with symbolic groundbreaking: Frankfurt‘s Mayor Dr. 
Martin Wilke, architect Prof. Dr. Gunter Henn, chairman of the IHP board 
Konstanze Pistor, Secretary of State Rudolf Zeeb, Leibniz Association 
president Prof. Dr. Karl-Ulrich Mayer and the scientific director of IHP, 
Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Mehr (photograph: IHP/Mausolf)

The state of Brandenburg and the Federation are henceforth focusing 
on Frankfurt (Oder) as a centre for microelectronics science by funding 
the expansion of Innovations for High Performance Microelectronics 
(IHP). Over the coming two years, nine million euro will be invested in 
the construction of an extension to provide a further 70 research jobs. 
„We are sure that the gratifying rate of growth in top-level European 
research into the field of wireless microelectronics will hold up here 
at IHP and we are right behind it“ said Secretary of State Rudolf Zeeb 
at the groundbreaking ceremony on 3 September 2011. At present, IHP 
employs 300 staff from 23 nations and is a world leader in the fields 
of silicon-based microelectronic solutions and wireless and broadband 
communications. | more info

World-class research on course for growth: expansion of Frankfurt-based IHP
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Some 200 HGV drivers rest up at the German-Polish border every week-
end, and their numbers are on the increase. The border crossing on the 
A12 is used by the second-highest number of lorries in the whole of 
Germany. Entrepreneur Eugen Scharf recognised the potential in this and 
he is now spending 7.5 million euro to convert the former HGV staging 
area on the A12 in Frankfurt (Oder) into an international rest stop for 
truckers. The initial construction phase should see a service centre for 
long-distance lorry drivers in place by the end of this year, with 700 
square metres of retail facilities and 1000 square metres of storage. Four 
further construction phases up to 2015 will then expand the site further 
by adding a 205-bay lorry park, a self-service petrol station for lorries 
and an HGV repair shop. | more info
 

Millions invested at the interface between eastern and western Europe

The shell of the service centre on the A12 near Frankfurt (Oder) is already 
up: the future rest stop is situated at a major transport hub: on the E30 
east-west axis on the one hand, and on the B112 Oder-Lusatia route 
on the other, one of the main north-south connections in Brandenburg. 
(photograph: Kuhnert Medien)

Berlin is a player in the globally increasing demand for railway vehicles. 
Industry leaders such as Siemens and Bombardier have run successful 
manufacturing facilities in the German capital for years. In response to 
new national and international contracts, the Swiss company Rail Group 
is now investing around ten million euro in two new production sites 
in Berlin for the manufacture of railway vehicles and will be creating 
another 300 local jobs over the next two years. Stadler then hopes to 
employ around 1100 people in Berlin-Brandenburg by 2013. The product 
portfolio of the Swiss Stadler Rail Group includes trams, railway carriages 
and locomotives. The company is the world‘s leading manufacturer of cog 
railway vehicles. | more info

The automotive sector in the capital city region of Berlin-Brandenburg 
has enjoyed rapid growth in recent years and now has around 200 
businesses with some 20,000 employees. Alongside Daimler and BMW, 
global players in the supply industry, including GESTAMP ZF, MAGNA 
Intier, Goodyear Dunlop, Takata-Petri, Continental, Brose and Pierburg, 
have their production facilities here. At the moment Brandenburg also 
has a succession of research projects on lightweight construction and 
electromobility, which were presented on the joint Berlin-Brandenburg 
stand at this year‘s IAA (Internationale Automobile Exhibition). Formed 
in the early summer, the „Transport, Mobility and Logistics“ cluster will 
further enhance the degree of networking between industry and science. 
One example of this is the electromobility model region, which is already 
in existence. | more info

Berlin attracts railway construction companies

Automotive sector in Berlin-Brandenburg steps on the gas

The East German Railway Company (Ostdeutsche Eisenbahngesellschaft 
[ODEG]) has opted to use vehicles made by Stadler Pankow GmbH in 
the future. They are equipped to modern standards and enjoy a high level 
of safety. Generous multi-purpose areas enable passengers with restricted 
mobility to travel in greater comfort. (photograph: ODEG/Designstudie 
Stadler)

www.zuliefertag. de | (german and polish only)

„Herausforderung Elektromobilität“

V. Automobilzuliefertag
7. – 8. November 2011 | IHP Frankfurt (Oder)
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Berlin‘s Governing Mayor, 57-year-old Klaus Wowereit (SPD), won the Berlin elections on 18 September 2011 for the third 
time in succession with 28.3 per cent of the votes. His policies seek to further reduce unemployment, to strengthen 
Berlin as a business location and to create a cosmopolitan environment in Berlin. | more info

Klaus Wowereit remains Governing Mayor of Berlin

Newsticker

The „solar module designer“ Odersun AG of Frankfurt (Oder) has won the accolade of the renowned „red dot design award 
2011“ for communication design. The online configuration software for solar modules, which allows customer-specific 
photovoltaic modules to be defined for integration into buildings, has been available on the internet since May 2011 free 
of charge. | more info

Frankfurt-based Odersun AG wins red dot design award

On 31 October the Polish airline OLT Jetair launches three new weekly services from Berlin Tegel to the Polish cities of 
Gdansk (Danzig) and Wrocław (Breslau). Amongst other things, this will make two of the four venues for the EURO 2012 
UEFA European Football Championship more easily accessible for passengers flying from the German capital. | more info

In 2011 the Brandenburg tourism industry passed the eleven-million mark for overnight stays for the first time. It said 
that an increase of nearly three per cent was recorded in the first half of 2011. According to the Minister for the Economy, 
Ralf Christoffers, the volume of sales achieved in 2010 was 4.3 billion euro. He said that 115,000 direct and indirect jobs 
had been funded as a result. | more info

OLT Jetair: new flights between Berlin and Poland

Tourism in Brandenburg on the ascent
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